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Firs t  Yo m Yerushalayi m

The grea t  festiva l  w e shal l  celebrat e nex t  wee k i s know n

by tw o names .  I n th e Bibl e i t  i s  calle d Shavuot ,  "Weeks. "  I n th e

Mishnah ,  however ,  i t  i s  know n a s Atzere t  - -  whic h mean s bindin g o r

conclusio n o r  climax .  Ou r  traditio n tell s  u s tha t  i t  i s  calle d b y

thi s nam e because ,  lik e th e eight h da y o f  Sukkot ,  whic h i s know n a s

Shemin i  Atzeret ,  thi s festiva l  o f  Shavuo t  i s th e clima x o f  a  lon g

development .  Eve n a s Shemin i  Atzere t  i s  th e conclusio n o f  th e

Sukko t  holidays ,  so ,  i n a  sense ,  i s Shavuo t  th e conclusion ,  an d

henc e th e atzeret > o f  th e perio d begu n wit h Passover .

Now,  whil e thi s i s certainl y a n adequat e an d reasonabl y

accurat e explanation ,  ther e i s som e troublin g questio n abou t  it .

Why i s i t  tha t  i n th e cas e o f  Sukko t  th e waitin g perio d befor e th e

atzere t  i s  bu t  on e week ,  wherea s betwee n Passove r  an d it s atzere t

seve n week s mus t  elapse ?

Variou s answer s hav e bee n offere d t o explai n this .  Now,

however ,  fo r  th e firs t  tim e i n histor y - -  ther e i s n o longe r  an y

question !  Thi s year ,  an d hereafte r  fo r  al l  eternity ,  Shavuo t  shal l

be know n a s th e atzere t  afte r  th e one-wee k rededicatio n t o th e God

of  Israel !  Fo r  thi s i s th e wee k betwee n Yo m Yerushalayi m o n th e

28t h o f  Iyyar ,  an d th e zema n matta n toraten u o n th e sixt h da y o f

Sivan .
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Indeed j  a s w e gathe r  fo r  thi s firs t  Yo m Yerushalayi m i n

Jewis h history ,  le t  u s emphasiz e specificall y thos e aspect s o f  ou r

presen t  festiva l  fo r  whic h Shavuo t  i s trul y th e atzeret ,  namely ,  th e

theme o f  revelation .  Ther e ar e thre e type s o f  hitgalu t  o r  revelatio n

whic h occurre d on e yea r  ag o today ,  an d fo r  whic h th e celebratio n o f

matta n torah ,  th e givin g o f  th e Torah ,  i s a  logica l  climax .  Thi s

wil l  requir e dee p thinkin g o n ou r  part ,  becaus e a s Jew s w e believ e

tha t  God reveal s Himsel f  primaril y i n historica l  events ;  an d t o se e

thi s requires ,  a s Yehuda h Halev y calle d it ,  a n "inne r  eye, "  i t

makes demand s upo n ou r  attentio n an d reflection .

I t  i s  mor e tha n coincidence ,  I  believe ,  tha t  thes e thre e

form s o f  revelatio n correspon d neatl y t o thre e histori c name s

associate d wit h Jerusalem .

The oldes t  nam e fo r  Jerusale m tha t  w e kno w o f  i s Shalem .

When Abraha m cam e t o th e cit y i n ancien t  day s h e foun d a  fello w Semite ,

Malkizedek ,  wh o wa s th e pries t  o f  Shalem ,  whic h a t  tha t  tim e wa s

alread y a  shrin e o f  incipien t  monotheism .  Th e Rabbi s maintai n tha t

th e cit y ha d receive d it s nam e Shale m eve n earlie r  --b y th e founde r

of  al l  th e Semiti c tribes ,  She m th e so n o f  Noah .

What  doe s Shale m mean ? Usuall y w e understan d tha t  i t  i s  a

for m o f  th e wor d Shalom ,  peace .  Tha t  i s true ,  althoug h Jerusale m

throughou t  mos t  o f  it s  lif e ha s suffere d th e ravage s o f  wa r  rathe r

tha n th e blessing s o f  peace .  I t  i s  tru e to o tha t  Jerusale m i s a  focu s

of  al l  ou r  prayer s fo r  it s  peac e an d fo r  th e peac e o f  al l  mankind .
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Nevertheless ,  thi s i s mor e o f  derash ,  interpretation .  Toda y w e

hav e gathere d t o declar e th e supremac y o f  pesha t  ove r  derash ,  o f

th e simpl e litera l  meanin g o f  th e wor d ove r  al l  interpretiv e mean -

ings :  Shale m mean s whole ,  complete ,  total ,  united .  We hav e com e t o

declar e ou r  jo y tha t  ther e i s onl y on e whol e Jerusalem !  Ther e ar e

no longe r  tw o Jerusalems !  Despit e Russia ,  despit e th e Arabs ,  de -

spit e al l  th e Africa n nation s whic h benefite d fro m Israel i  experienc e

and hel p onl y t o betra y her ,  despit e England ,  despit e th e Unite d

Nation s - -  Jerusale m i s toda y onc e agai n Shalem .

Thi s reunificatio n i s i n itsel f  a  revelatio n o f  divin e con -

cern .  "Th e lan d whic h th e eye s o f  th e Lor d behol d always ,  fro m th e

beginnin g o f  th e yea r  t o th e en d o f  th e year. 11 An d thi s hold s es -

peciall y fo r  Jerusalem ,  eve n mor e tha n fo r  th e res t  o f  th e Lan d o f

Israel .  God reveal s Himsel f  i n thi s histori c event ,  an d thi s revela -

tio n bear s th e mos t  seriou s consequence s fo r  ou r  whol e world-vie w a s

religiou s Jews .

What  i s th e natur e o f  thi s revelation ? I t  wa s th e mani -

festatio n o f  divin e gevurah » power ,  respondin g t o Israel' s initiativ e

and affirmin g that ,  agains t  al l  odds ,  Israel' s powe r  wa s blesse d b y

divin e powe r  s o tha t  i t  an d i t  onl y woul d retai n th e appl e o f  it s

eye — Jerusalem !

But  t o b e honest ,  no t  everyon e agree s tha t  God ha d anythin g

at  al l  t o d o wit h thi s victor y on e yea r  ago .  Ther e ar e other s wh o

ar e loath e t o assen t  t o th e religiou s interpretation ,  and ,  naturalis -



- A -

ticall y inclined ,  prefe r  t o explai n th e even t  diplomaticall y an d

politically ,  psychologicall y an d militarily .  An d thi s i n itsel f  i s

a mos t  significan t  fact ,  an d make s th e conques t  o f  Jerusale m mor e

importan t  tha n i f  God Himsel f  wer e t o undertak e a  full ,  direct ,  an d

unmistakabl e revelatio n o f  Hi s Wil l  a s H e di d a t  Mt .  Sinai .

Permi t  me t o explain .  Th e Talmu d (Shab .  88a )  tell s  u s tha t

when th e Lor d reveale d Himsel f  a t  Sinai ,  Kafa h alehe m ha r  ke Tgigit ,  He ,

as i t  were ,  lifte d u p th e mountai n an d hel d i t  ove r  th e head s o f  th e

Israelite s gathere d belo w a s i f  i t  wer e a  cask ,  an d H e sai d t o them :

"I f  yo u accep t  th e Torah ,  goo d an d well ;  bu t  i f  not ,  sha m tehe i

kevuratkhe m — I  shal l  dro p th e mountai n o n you r  heads ,  an d her e shal l

be you r  buria l  place. "  Th e Rabbi s the n dre w th e logica l  conclusion s

fro m thi s implicatio n tha t  th e Israelite s wer e coerce d int o acceptin g

th e Torah .  R .  Ah a b .  Yaako v maintaine d tha t  i f  thi s i s th e case ,  the n

modaa rabba h l^rait a — thi s become s a  stron g protes t  agains t  th e

obligator y natur e o f  th e Torah ,  i t  i s  "givin g notice "  t o God tha t  th e

Tora h i s no t  permanentl y binding ,  fo r  th e Tora h i s i n th e natur e o f  a

contrac t  betwee n God an d Israel ,  an d a  contrac t  signe d unde r  dures s

i s invalid .

The othe r  Rabbi s o f  th e Talmu d treate d thi s objectio n wit h

grea t  seriousness .  Thus ,  Rav a agree d that ,  indeed ,  th e Tora h give n

at  Sina i  wa s no t  obligator y becaus e o f  th e reaso n stated :  af-al-pi-ke n

hadar  kibluh a bi Tyemei  Ahashveros h t — however ,  th e Israelite s re -

affirme d th e Tora h voluntaril y  i n th e day s o f  th e Puri m event *

Kiymu mah she'kibl u keva r  afte r  thei r  deliveranc e fro m Haitian ,  th e
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Israelite s affirme d thei r  voluntar y acceptanc e o f  th e Tora h whic h

the y originall y wer e force d t o accep t  a t  Sinai .  Therefore ,  sinc e

th e day s o f  Mordeca i  an d Esther ,  w e n o longe r  posses s th e clai m o f

modaa rabba h l Toraita a o f  denyin g th e obligator y natur e o f  Tora h

becaus e w e accepte d i t  originall y unde r  duress ;  fo r  w e affirme d i t

out  o f  ou r  ow n fre e wil l  i n th e day s o f  th e Puri m episode .

What  th e Rabbi s meant ,  I  submit ,  i s  this :  a  mora l  ac t  i s

authenti c onl y i f  i t  issue s ou t  o f  a  genuin e freedo m o f  choice .  Th e

Tora h i s  meaningfu l  onl y i f  man i s  fre e t o accep t  i t  o r  rejec t  it .

Spiritua l  lif e i s  senseles s wher e i t  i s  coerced .  "See, "  th e Tora h

tell s us ,  " I  giv e yo u thi s da y lif e an d death ,  benedictio n an d male -

diction ,  an d yo u shal l  choos e life. "  God give s u s th e alternative ,

and w e ar e fre e t o choose .

Therefore ,  i f  I  a m force d a t  gun-poin t  t o violat e th e

Sabbath ,  I  canno t  b e hel d responsibl e fo r  my action .  I  a m no t  guilty ,

becaus e my ac t  partake s o f  th e natur e o f  ones ,  compulsion .  Bu t  co -

ercio n ca n b e no t  onl y physical ,  bu t  als o psychologica l  --a s whe n a

man perform s a  crimina l  ac t  i n a  seizur e o f  insanit y o r  othe r  menta l

distress .  Bot h th e physica l  an d psychologica l  deed s ar e characterize d

as ones .  Eve n mor e so ,  extrem e spiritua l  excitemen t  als o implie s a

denia l  o f  freedo m an d therefor e lac k o f  responsibility .  Hence ,  i f

suddenl y I  a m confronte d b y th e visio n o f  a n ange l  wh o commands me

t o perfor m a  certai n mitzva h eve n a t  grea t  ris k t o myself ,  an d I  pro -

ceed heroicall y t o d o jus t  that ,  n o credi t  ca n b e give n t o me fo r  my

act .  My freedo m t o declin e pursui t  o f  th e mitzva h ha s almos t  vanishe d

as a  resul t  o f
unusn i

a i spiritual experience.



-6 -

Thus ,  too ,  Israe l  a t  th e foo t  o f  Sina i  wa s engulfe d i n

th e histori c theophany ,  the y hear d th e voic e o f  God directl y i n th e

grea t  revelatio n o f  Torah .  Of  course ,  unde r  th e impres s o f  suc h

revelation ,  the y accepte d th e Torah ;  the y woul d hav e bee n insan e

not  to .  Th e felicitou s an d ful l  confrontatio n wit h God elevate s

man t o th e highes t  ecstasy .  Bu t  i t  rob s fro m hi m hi s freedo m t o

say No ,  t o decline ,  t o deny .  An d a s lon g a s man doe s no t  hav e th e

optio n o f  sayin g No ,  hi s Ye s ha s n o merit .  I f  h e doe s no t  hav e th e

alternativ e t o deny ,  the n hi s fait h i s n o grea t  virtue .  Fait h an d

belie f  an d submissio n an d renunciatio n ar e al l  meaningfu l  onl y i n

th e presenc e o f  th e mora l  freedo m t o d o jus t  th e opposite .

That ,  I  believe ,  i s wha t  th e Rabbi s mean t  b y th e interpre -

tatio n o f  Sina i  a s kafa h alehe m ha r  ke*gigi t  — no t  tha t  God literall y

and physicall y raise d a  mountai n ove r  th e head s o f  th e assemble d

Israelite s an d threatene d t o squas h the m underneath ,  bu t  tha t  th e

ver y fac t  o f  God Ts direc t  revelatio n wa s s o overwhelmin g tha t  Israe l

had n o choic e bu t  t o accep t  Hi s Torah ,  a s i f  H e ha d literall y raise d

a mountai n ove r  thei r  heads .  Th e common element ,  i n bot h th e symbo l

and wha t  i t  represents ,  i s  a  lac k o f  freedo m t o d o otherwise .  Sinc e

we wer e morall y coerce d an d spirituall y force d an d psychologicall y

compelle d t o accep t  th e Torah ,  the n th e Tora h lack s tha t  bindin g

natur e whic h ca n com e onl y fro m fre e choice .  Israe l  ha d n o choic e

at  Sinai ;  therefore ,  th e contrac t  calle d Tora h canno t  b e considere d

obligatory .  Moda a rabba h le Toraita .
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I  sugges t  tha t  jus t  a s th e felicit y o f  God Ts presenc e i s

coerciv e an d curb s th e freedo m t o disobey ,  s o th e opposit e - -  th e

traged y o f  Hi s absenc e — i s coercive ,  an d denie s u s th e freedo m t o

obey an d believe .  An d jus t  a s whe n God reveal s Himsel f  i t  i s  a s i f

He threatene d u s wit h sha m tehe i  kevuratkhem ,  makin g ou r  obedienc e

mechanica l  an d no t  virtuous ,  s o whe n H e withdraw s fro m u s an d aban -

dons us ,  i t  require s a  superhuma n ac t  o f  fait h t o believ e an d obe y

and pra y an d repent .  We canno t  b e hel d morall y responsibl e i n ful l

fo r  lac k o f  fait h brough t  o n b y existentia l  coercion .

At  th e en d o f  th e Biblica l  tokhabah ,  th e lon g lis t  o f

horribl e doom s predicte d fo r  Israel ,  th e clima x i s reache d i n th e

words :  v Tamar  ba-yo m hahu ,  a l  k i  ei n Eloka i  be Tkirb i  metza Tuni  ko l

ha-rao t  ha-eleh ,  an d Israe l  shal l  sa y o n tha t  day ,  becaus e God i s no t

i n th e mids t  o f  me hav e al l  thes e evil s befalle n me .  Th e commentato r

Sefora o interpret s thi s a s th e absenc e o f  God ,  th e sillu k Shechina h - -

th e withdrawa l  o f  th e divin e Presence .  Thi s sillu k Shechina h wil l

make Israe l  despai r  o f  praye r  an d repentance ,  an d thi s despai r  wil l

resul t  i n a  furthe r  estrangemen t  o f  Israe l  fro m God .  Now,  thi s kin d

of  irreligio n i s no t  a  heres y b y choice ,  i t  i s  no t  a  denia l  tha t

issue s fro m freedom .  I t  i s  a  coerce d faithlessness .  Ther e ar e time s

when man i s s o stricke n an d pursued ,  s o plague d an d pilloried ,  tha t

we dar e no t  blam e hi m fo r  givin g u p hi s hop e i n God .  No t  everyon e i s

a Jo b wh o ca n proclai m l u yiktelen i  ayahe l  lo ,  "Thoug h H e sla y me ,  ye t

wil l  I  believ e i n Him. "
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When Elija h wil l  com e an d proclai m th e beginnin g o f  re -

demption ,  whe n th e Messia h wil l  appea r  an d ushe r  i n th e ne w ag e o f

universa l  peac e an d righteousness ,  whe n God wil l  revea l  Himsel f  onc e

agai n i n th e renewa l  o f  th e institutio n o f  prophecy ,  a t  tha t  tim e

ther e wil l  b e n o virtu e i n th e retur n o f  Jew s t o Tora h an d th e re -

tur n o f  mankin d t o th e canon s o f  decency .  Fo r  the y wil l  no t  hav e

acte d ou t  o f  freedom ,  bu t  ou t  o f  mora l  compulsio n an d unde r  spiritua l

duress .  Similarly ,  w e canno t  reall y blam e th e victi m o f  th e concen -

tratio n cam p wh o calle d upo n God ou t  o f  hi s miser y an d receive d n o

answer ,  wh o wa s himsel f  witnes s t o th e ultimat e debasemen t  o f  man

create d i n th e imag e o f  God .  We canno t  condem n hi m fo r  abandonin g

religion ,  muc h a s w e woul d prefe r  tha t  h e emulat e thos e fe w hard y

soul s wh o wer e abl e t o surviv e th e holocaus e wit h thei r  fait h intact .

For  bot h th e presenc e an d th e absenc e o f  God ,  th e sillu k Shechina h an d

th e gilu y Schechinah ,  heste r  pani m an d nesia t  panim ,  tak e awa y my

freedo m fro m me .  I n on e cas e I  a m force d t o accep t  Torah ;  i n th e

othe r  - -  t o rejec t  it .  Unde r  suc h conditions ,  moda a rabba h l Toraita *

However ,  i f  freedo m i s denie d t o u s i n bot h revelatio n an d

withdrawal ,  i f  ther e i s n o prais e fo r  believin g i n God i n th e tim e o f

Hi s presenc e an d n o blam e fo r  doubtin g Hi m durin g Hi s absence ,  i f

bot h fortun e an d misfortune ,  happines s an d tragedy ,  ar e equall y co -

ercive ,  i f  i n eac h se t  o f  circumstance s ou r  attitud e t o Tora h i s con -

sidere d involuntar y - -  whe n the n d o w e accep t  Tora h ou t  o f  freedom ,

and whe n i s ou r  loyalt y praiseworth y an d ou r  kabbala t  ha-tora h valid ?
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The answe r  is :  When God i s neithe r  presen t  o r  absent ;  whe n H e

neithe r  conceal s no r  reveal s Himself ;  whe n Fortun e neithe r  smile s

at  u s no r  frown s a t  u s — i n a  word :  ou r  freedo m i s greates t  whe n

lif e i s neithe r  her e no r  there !  Fo r  then ,  an d onl y then ,  d o w e hav e

genuin e options :  t o accep t  God an d Torah ,  o r  t o den y them ;  t o choos e

th e wa y o f  lif e an d blessing ,  o r  th e wa y o f  deat h an d evil .

And i t  i s  thi s situation ,  tha t  o f  "neithe r  her e no r  there, "

tha t  prevaile d durin g th e Puri m episode .  Th e victor y o f  th e Jew s

ove r  Haina n an d th e frustratio n o f  hi s nefariou s plo t  wa s a  surprisin g

triump h an d showe d tha t  God ha d no t  abandone d us ;  bu t  ther e wer e n o

over t  miracle s either ,  n o clea r  an d indisputabl e proo f  tha t  God wa s

presen t  an d responsibl e fo r  ou r  victory .  On th e on e hand ,  Esthe r  i s

th e onl y boo k o f  th e Bibl e i n whic h th e Name o f  God i s no t  mentioned ;

on th e othe r  hand ,  th e Rabbi s conside r  th e ver y readin g o f  th e boo k a s

:  Hallel ,  a s a  prais e o f  God .  Tha t  i s wh y th e Rabbi s maintai n tha t

th e ver y nam e "Esther "  i s indicativ e o f  th e hidin g o f  God ,  th e lac k

of  Hi s ful l  revelatio n an d presence .  Th e Megilla h itsel f  i s  deecribe d

i n th e Boo k o f  Esthe r  a s divre i  shalo m v'eme t  — "word s o f  peac e an d

truth. "  B y emet ,  o r  truth ,  i s  mean t  th e actio n o f  God directin g th e

force s o f  history .  Intelligen t  an d wis e peopl e readin g th e Megillah ,

or  experiencin g i t  durin g tha t  generation ,  kno w tha t  al l  tha t  ha s

occurre d i s th e resul t  o f  th e actio n o f  God "Whos e sea l  i s  Truth. "

Al l  thes e improbabl e event s leadin g t o th e redemptio n o f  Israe l  wer e

obviousl y th e providentia l  desig n o f  th e God o f  Israel .  Bu t  i t  wa s

jus t  a s possibl e fo r  on e les s endowe d wit h spiritua l  insigh t  t o
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interpre t  al l  th e event s a s shalom ,  "peace "  - -  tha t  is ,  a s a  resul t

of  fortuitou s event s helpe d b y th e stupidit y o f  th e Persia n king ,

th e arroganc e o f  Haman,  an d th e wisdo m o f  Mordecai :  a  diplomati c

exploitatio n o f  unusuall y happ y circumstances. *  Thus ,  th e astoundin g

victor y wa s natura l  enough ;  ther e wa s n o supernatura l  interventio n i n

th e affair s o f  th e Jew s o f  Persia .  Therefore ,  th e Puri m stor y wa s

"neithe r  her e no r  there. "  So ,  Jew s wer e free ,  authenticall y free ,  t o

interpre t  th e event s o f  tha t  historica l  episod e a s the y wished .

Hence,  i f  — a s the y di d — the y turne d t o God an d accepte d th e

Torah ,  thi s wa s a  genuin e an d bindin g choice :  kiym u ve Tkiblu .  Th e

firs t  time ,  a t  Sinai ,  the y accepte d th e Tora h bu t  withou t  th e freedo m

t o rejec t  it ,  an d i t  therefor e represente d a  moda a rabba h l Toraita a a

protes t  agains t  it s  obligator y natur e becaus e o f  th e lac k o f  freedom ;

but  now ,  kiym u man she Tkibl u kevar ,  the y confirme d i n freedo m wha t

the y ha d previousl y accepte d ou t  o f  compulsion .

Thi s i s tru e fo r  ou r  time s a s well ,  fo r  i n a  sens e w e liv e

i n a  Purim-typ e era .  Til l  now ,  w e hav e live d throug h heste r  panim ,

when God seem s t o hav e abandone d Israe l  an d th e world ,  an d ou r  loyalt y

t o Hi m an d t o Tora h wa s sustaine d b y fait h an d fait h alone .  A t  Sinai ,

and agai n i n th e day s whe n th e Messia h wil l  hav e arrived ,  ou r  loyalt y

wil l  b e on e o f  complet e an d ful l  knowledge ,  bein g confronte d b y th e

revelatio n o f  th e Almighty .  I n neithe r  case ,  neithe r  tha t  o f  God Ts

*  I  a m indebte d fo r  thi s interpretatio n o f  shelor n v Temet  t o Zv i  Zinge r
who develope d th e ide a severa l  year s ag o i n Mahanayim .
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tota l  withdrawal ,  heste r  panim ,  no r  Hi s ful l  revelation ,  Hi s nesia t

panim ,  ar e w e endowe d wit h tru e freedom .  An d whe n ther e i s n o tota l

freedom ,  ther e man canno t  b e assigne d eithe r  ful l  blam e o r  ful l  credit .

But  toda y w e ar e i n a n intermediat e stage .  Ther e i s n o

coercio n - -  fo r  God ha s reveale d Himsel f  nowaday s mor e tha n eve r  befor e

i n th e histor y o f  th e Diaspora ;  yet ,  no t  i n a  manne r  tha t  ca n b e calle d

coersive ,  fo r  i t  i s  stil l  possibl e t o offe r  alternative ,  secularistic ,

and naturalisti c interpreations .  Hence ,  fo r  th e firs t  tim e i n livin g

memory w e hav e complet e religiou s options .  We ca n clai m th e excus e

neithe r  o f  God Ts forcibl e presence ,  no r  o f  Hi s tragi c absence .  An d

therefor e ou r  shemira t  ha-mitzvo t  i s a  mor e genuinel y fre e decision .

Therefor e too ,  w e hav e mor e opportunit y t o reac h ou t  t o others ,  w e

hav e somethin g t o tel l  the m about .  An d mos t  important ,  w e hav e a

greate r  mora l  responsibilit y  fo r  ou r  ow n faith ,  ou r  ow n emunah .

So tha t  Yo m Yerushalayi m present s a  revelatio n o f  Shale m - -

not  onl y th e wholenes s o f  th e Hol y City ,  bu t  ou r  ow n individua l

shelemut ,  ou r  spiritua l  wholenes s an d perfectio n a s believin g Jews .

The secon d nam e o f  Jerusalem ,  accordin g t o th e Rabbis ,

give n t o i t  afte r  i t  alread y ha d th e name o f  Shalem ,  wa s tha t  o f

Yer u give n t o i t  b y Abraham .  Thi s prefi x whic h cam e int o th e nam e

Jerusalem ,  stand s fo r  yjlrah ,  piet y o r  reverence .  I t  implie s yira t

shamayim ,  th e fea r  o f  Heaven .  An d thi s ha s bee n reveale d t o u s to o

i n a  mos t  astoundin g manner .

Let  me explai n b y referrin g t o a  mos t  fundamenta l  ide a o f
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Judais m mos t  clearl y expounde d b y th e founde r  o f  HaBa D Hasidism .

R.  Shneou r  Zalma n o f  Ladi ,  i n hi s "Tanya» "  maintain s tha t  ever y

Israelit e i s bor n wit h ahava h tiv Ti t  u-mesuteret ,  a  natura l  an d

conceale d lov e o f  God .  I n mor e moder n language ,  thi s mean s tha t  a

Jew is > b y din t  o f  hi s cultura l  heritag e an d hi s ver y innat e being ,

inherentl y an d indigenousl y a  God-fearin g person ,  a  religiou s man .

I t  may be ,  o f  course ,  tha t  thi s natura l  lov e remain s conceale d fo r

al l  hi s life ;  eve n a s i n th e jungle s o f  Afric a ther e may b e bor n a

mathematica l  geniu s whos e grea t  talent s withe r  becaus e the y ar e neve r

develope d an d expressed .  Th e proble m fo r  Jewis h ethic s is ,  therefore ,

unlik e tha t  formulate d b y Gree k philosophy .  Fo r  th e Helleni c philoso -

pher ,  th e grea t  questio n was :  ho w d o yo u defin e th e good ? Fo r  th e

Jew,  th e proble m is :  ho w d o yo u expres s th e good ,  ho w d o yo u brin g

i t  out ? Fo r  th e autho r  o f  "Tanya, T!  thi s to o i s a n instanc e o f

hitgalut ,  o r  revelation .  Fo r  revelatio n doe s no t  consis t  onl y o f

above-to-b e low ,  bu t  als o from-w i  thin-to-without .  When man take s thi s

hidden ,  conceale d lov e o f  God an d bring s i t  int o th e open ,  whe n h e

reveal s i t  t o hi s consciousness ,  tha t  to o i s revelatio n o r  hitgalut .

Such a  revelatio n occurre d i n peopl e wh o neve r  woul d hav e

expecte d i t  o f  themselves .  Secularize d youn g Sabr a men an d women

discovere d tha t  som e inne r  mysti c forc e ha d gushe d fort h a t  a  particu -

la r  moment  i n thei r  live s - -  jus t  on e yea r  ag o toda y - -  and ,  despit e

themselve s an d al l  thei r  elaborat e ideologie s o r  absenc e o f  them ,  the y

learne d tha t  the y ar e Jew s i n th e ful l  sens e o f  th e word .  Remember
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tha t  Israel i  troop s capture d tw o mountain s i n Jerusale m i n thi s

period :  Mt .  Scopu s an d Mt .  Moriah .  Al l  logi c shoul d hav e dictate d

tha t  thos e hardene d paratroopers ,  childre n o f  secula r  Zionism ,  shoul d

have experience d a  greate r  emotio n a t  th e captur e o f  Mt .  Scopus ,  wher e

ther e stand s th e Hadassa h Hospita l  an d th e Hebre w University ,  th e

shrine s o f  modern ,  political ,  secula r  Zionism .  Ye t  wherea s ther e wa s

rejoicin g a t  th e captur e o f  Mt .  Scopus ,  ther e wer e tear s an d th e

emergenc e o f  ancien t  sentimen t  an d spiritua l  exaltatio n whe n Mt.Moria h

was capture d an d th e Wester n Wal l  wa s onc e agai n i n Jewis h hands .

For  ther e wa s a  revelatio n - - a revelatio n o f  ahava h tiv Ti t  u-mesuteret .

Thi s tell s  u s tw o things .  Firs t  i t  let s u s kno w tha t  w e

ar e no t  alone .  We Orthodo x Jew s sometime s ge t  th e feelin g o f  bein g

embattled ,  a s i f  w e ar e a  minorit y isolate d withi n ou r  ow n people .

Now w e mus t  hav e confidenc e an d ne w courage ,  knowin g tha t  withi n

ever y Je w ther e lie s th e spar k o f  Godliness .  Second ,  thi s sam e

fac t  charge s u s wit h a  ne w responsibilit y  t o reac h ou t  t o al l  ou r

fello w Jews ,  neve r  t o b e satisfie d b y stayin g withi n ou r  ow n fou r

cubit s an d attendin g onl y t o ou r  ow n needs .  We mus t  assis t  i n th e

proces s o f  revelatio n wit h al l  Jews .

Finally ,  Jerusale m ha s on e mor e name .  Th e prophe t  Isaia h

calle d i t  i r  ha-zeddek ,  th e cit y o f  justice .  Th e famou s Italia n

Rabbi ,  Eliyah u Benamozegh ,  suggeste d tha t  th e name Zedde k (Jus t  o r

Righteous )  wa s probabl y th e dynasti c name fo r  th e prince s o f  Jerusalem .

I n th e day s o f  Abraham ,  th e pries t  o f  Shale m wa s calle d Malki-zeddek a

and i n th e day s o f  Joshu a h e wa s know n a s Adoni-zeddek .  Furthermore ,
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Jeremia h referre d t o th e las t  kin g o f  Jerusale m - -  th e Kin g Messia h —

as Messia h Zidkenu ,  ou r  Messia h o f  Zeddek !

Her e to o w e hav e a  symbo l  o f  a  revelatio n - - a revelatio n

of  divin e Zeddek ,  a  manifestatio n o f  God ^  trustworthines s t o d o

justic e an d righteousnes s an d t o vindicat e ou r  fait h i n Hi s Zeddek .

Jerusale m ha s bee n a  cynosur e o f  al l  Israe l  sinc e th e day ,

some 3,01 5 year s ago ,  whe n Davi d move d hi s capita l  fro m Hebro n t o

Jerusale m an d proclaime d i t  foreve r  a s th e sea t  o f  Israel f s sovereignit y

and holiness .  An d sinc e th e destructio n o f  th e Hol y City ,  legion s o f

Jews hav e hope d an d prayed ,  crie d an d dreamt ,  longe d an d yearne d and ,

despit e al l  difficulties ,  wen t  u p t o it .

"Yerushalayim "  - - a wor d tha t  spok e magi c a s i t  rolle d ou t  o f

th e lip s o f  faithfu l  Jew s throughou t  th e centuries ,  a  wor d pronounce d

as i f  angel s ha d touche d thei r  lips ,  an d introduce d th e spar k o f

divin e consolatio n an d courag e int o thei r  hearts .  Tt Yerushalayim! Tt

Countles s Jew s live d an d countles s Jew s died ,  confiden t  tha t  n o matte r

how bitte r  th e exil e an d ho w powerfu l  th e enemy ,  w e shal l  prevail .

And Zedde k wil l  wi n out ,  an d th e cit y o f  yira h wil l  onc e agai n b e

Shale m - -  i n Jewis h hands !

Thi s day ,  on e yea r  ago ,  a  revelatio n o f  God ! s faithfulnes s

too k place ,  th e performanc e o f  Zeddek ,  vindicatin g ou r  ancien t  hope s

and ou r  ancien t  dreams .  And ,  th e unanimit y o f  th e Unite d Nation s not -

withstanding ,  tha t  retur n o f  Jerusale m t o Israe l  i s  jus t  an d righ t

and fair .  I t  i s  Zeddek .
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When th e exile s o f  Judea ,  accordin g t o tha t  famou s psalm ,

hung u p thei r  harp s an d wep t  b y th e river s o f  Babylo n an d proclaime d

th e immorta l  words ,  "I f  I  forge t  the e 0  Jerusalem ,  le t  my righ t  han d

fail ,  le t  my tongu e cleav e t o th e roo f  o f  my mout h i f  I  d o no t  re -

member  thee ,  i f  I  d o no t  g o u p t o Jerusale m ful l  o f  happiness "  —

the y kne w tha t  w e woul d return ,  eve n i f  i t  woul d tak e 240 0 years .

So toda y w e cal l  ou t  t o thos e exile s a t  th e river s o f  Babylon ,

our  voic e archin g acros s th e hall s o f  centuries :  Yo u di d no t  forget ,

and w e hav e returned .  Fo r  w e ar e you r  children ,  an d ou r  deed s ar e

you r  deeds ;  fo r  i t  i s  you r  bloo d whic h course s throug h ou r  veins ,  i t

i s  you r  chromosome s whic h for m th e hear t  o f  ou r  genes .  Yo u di d no t

forget ,  an d therefor e you r  righ t  han d di d no t  fail !  Fo r  i t  wa s you r

righ t  han d whic h wa s ou r  righ t  han d tha t  prevailed ,  uphel d b y th e

"righ t  han d o f  th e Lord. "

And o n thi s grea t  an d hol y an d happ y day ,  wh o ca n forge t

tha t  divin e poe t  whos e whol e lif e wa s wrappe d aroun d Jerusale m an d

Israe l  - -  Yehuda h Halevi .  Befor e th e gian t  imag e o f  hi s greatnes s

and i n th e elongate d shado w o f  hs i  personalit y w e toda y stan d i n aw e

and i n reverence,  an d i n ecstati c thril l  an d jo y w e cr y ou t  t o him :

You wer e right !  H© w yo u san g thos e immorta l  words :  libb i  be Tmizrab 5

ytanokh i  be Tso f  maarav ,  "M y hear t  i s  i n th e east ,  an d I  a m i n th e en d

of  th e west, /  Ho w ca n I  tast e tha t  whic h I  eat ,  an d ho w ca n i t  b e

sweet  t o me, /  Ho w ca n I  pa y my vow s an d my bonds ,  be*od e Tzivo n be *

keve l  Edo m v Tani  be*kheve l  Arav » whils t  Zio n i s i n th e fetter s o f

Edom (th e Christia n countries )  an d I  a m chaine d b y Arav ,  th e Arabs! "

0 swee t  singe r  o f  Israel !  Fo r  exactl y 190 0 years ,  Jerusale m
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alternate d betwee n th e yok e o f  Edo m an d th e fetter s o f  Ara v — bu t

no more !  Th e injustic e an d th e sham e o f  1 9 centurie s ha s com e t o

an end !  An d ho w delighte d w e ar e t o repor t  tha t  fac t  t o you .

We hav e see n th e vindicatio n o f  you r  dreams .  Th e Zedde k o f

Almight y God ha s bee n reveale d t o us .  An d w e invit e yo u t o joi n i n

our  joy .

Thre e form s o f  revelatio n hav e bee n vouchsafe d unt o us :  th e

divin e lov e fo r  Jerusale m i n makin g i t  onc e agai n whole ,  Shalem :  th e

revelatio n o f  yirah ,  tru e Jewishness ,  i n th e heart s o f  al l  ou r  Jewis h

people ;  an d th e manifestatio n o f  Zedde k i n th e cours e o f  ou r  history .

Wit h suc h revelation s w e ar e prepare d a s neve r  befor e fo r  th e

grea t  revelatio n o f  matta n torah ,  th e celebratio n o f  th e givin g o f

Tora h a t  Sinai ,  th e atzere t  o f  renewa l  an d rededicatio n t o ou r  thre e

grea t  loves :  th e lov e o f  God ,  th e lov e o f  Torah ,  an d th e lov e o f

Israe l  - -  includin g th e Stat e o f  Israel ,  an d especiall y th e Hol y Cit y

of  Jerusalem .

Surely ,  a t  a  tim e o f  thi s sort ,  w e ar e entitle d t o tru e joy ,

t o tru e simhah .

I n th e word s o f  Davi d (psal m 122) :  " I  wa s gla d whe n the y sai d

t o me ,  ! Let  u s g o t o th e hous e o f  th e Lord !! l  - -  fo r  no w tha t  Jerusale m

i s our s ou r  nex t  missio n an d ou r  nex t  hop e mus t  b e th e rebuildin g o f

th e Temple .  "Ou r  fee t  no w stan d withi n you r  gates ,  0  Jerusalem ,

Jerusale m tha t  i s rebuil t  lik e a  cit y tha t  i s  compac t  (vakdav )  ,  al l

together "  — a  cit y whic h unite s al l  o f  Israel ,  an d a  cit y whic h i s

itself ,  onc e again ,  no w an d foreve r  afte r  - -  Shalem ,  complet e an d whole .


