
לבנו במזרח

לכבוד ראש ממשלת ישראל
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כבוד ראש הממשלה,

אנחנו קבוצת רבנים ומנהיגי קהילות יהודיות מרחבי העולם ומייצגים מאות מוסדות ומאות אלפי יהודים שלהם אהבה גדולה 
למדינת ישראל. יחד עם תנועת המזרחי העולמית, אנו גאים בהערכה של קהילותינו לארץ ולמדינת ישראל, אותם אנו רואים 

כמרכזיים לזהותינו כיהודים.

אנו הקהילה שלא רק מבקרת בארץ אלא גם מייצרת תמיכה משמעותית ביותר למדינה. רבים מחברינו עולים לישראל, וכל 
חברינו עוסקים בהסברה ולובינג מול נבחרי הציבור המקומיים שלהם, והנורמה היא שילדינו לומדים בישראל, ורבים עולים 

ארצה ומשרתים בצה"ל.

אמנם "ליבנו במזרח" ללא כל ספק, אך לאור המדיניות הנוכחית של הממשלה, אנו נשארים "בסוף מערב", בלי היכולת לבקר 
בארץ, לחגוג את שמחותנו בארץ ולהישאר בקשר עם קרובינו וחברינו שגרים בארץ. אנו המשפחה שלכם, ואנו רוצים לבקר 

את "משפחתנו" בארץ.

אנו מוקירים את מאמצי ממשלתך לשמור על ביטחונם של אזרחי ישראל, אבל כמו שאמרת כשר התפוצות - הקשר בין יהודי 
התפוצות לישראל הוא ייחודי. עבורנו, ישראל איננה יעד תיירותי. היא ביתנו. מניעת גישה לביתנו היא עניין מכאיב, אבל מעבר 
לכך היא מהווה סכנה שבני קהילותינו יתרגלו לחגוג חגים ושמחות מחוץ למולדת. קהילותינו, ועצם הקשר שלנו לישראל, 

נמצאים במצוקה.

אנו מודים על השינויים - המתוכננים לחול בשבוע הבא - שיתירו למחוסנים ולמחלימים ממדינות מסוימות להיכנס למדינה. 
למרות שינוי המדיניות, מיליוני יהודים עדיין יישארו נעולים מחוץ למדינה. אנו מתחננים אליך: עשה כל מה שביכולתך כדי 

להשאיר את שערי ישראל פתוחים ליהודים מכל העולם.

דוגמא  מהוות  קהילותינו  זה  ובתחום  כניסה,  לאפשר  כדי  וחיסונים  בדיקות  של  קפדנית  ברגולציה  מאמינים  אנו 
בידוד  ועל  חברתי  ריחוק  ועל  כשצריך,  מסכות  עטיית  על  לבדיקות,  ההנחיות  על  שומרים  אנו  שלנו.   בארצות 
לכל  בהיענות  בארץ,  גם  ננהג  וכך  העולמיות.  רשויות הרפואה  ועצתם של  לפי ההנחיות של משרדי הבריאות המקומיים 

הנחיות משרד הבריאות.

אנא, שקול את הנזק העלול להיגרם בקשר של הדור הזה והדורות הבאים עם ישראל, כתוצאה מסגירת שערים בטווח הארוך. 
אנו מבקשים שתפעל בכל יכולתך כדי לפתוח מחדש את השערים למולדתנו המשותפת בהקדם.

תודה,
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The Honorable Prime Minister of the State of Israel
Mr Naftali Bennett

3 Shevat 5782
January 5, 2021

Dear Mr Prime Minister, 

We are rabbinic and community leaders from across the world representing hundreds of 
institutions and hundreds of thousands of Jews who share a great love for the State of Israel. 
Together with the Mizrachi World Movement, we are proud that our communities treasure the 
Land and State of Israel, and we view it as central to our identity as Jews.

We represent communities that not only visit Israel but are the source of extremely significant 
support for the State. Many of our members move to Israel, all of our members advocate for 
Israel with their elected officials, it is the norm that our children study in Israel, and many 
make Aliyah and serve in the IDF.

“Our hearts undoubtedly are in the East,” but due to the government’s current policies, we 
remain in the West, unable to visit Israel, celebrate our s’machot in Israel, and stay connected 
with our relatives and friends who live in Israel. We are your family, and we want to visit our 
“mishpacha” in Israel.

We applaud your government’s efforts to maintain the safety of all citizens, yet as you noted 
when you served as the Minister of Diaspora Affairs, the relationship of Diaspora Jewry to 
Israel is unique. We view Israel not as a tourist destination but as our home. To be denied 
access to our home is painful, but it also bears a risk that our communities will become 
more accustomed to celebrating holidays and life cycle events outside of our homeland. Our 
communities and our connection to Israel are suffering.

We acknowledge the changes planned to commence next week which will enable entry for 
vaccinated and recovered non-citizens from certain countries. This change of policy still locks 
millions of Jews out of Israel. We implore you to do everything possible to open the gates of 
Israel to all Jews around the world.

We believe in the need for rigorous testing protocols and vaccination standards for entry, 
and our communities have led the way in our respective countries. We follow rigorous PCR 
testing protocols, masks when medically advised, and quarantine and isolation as prescribed 
by our local health officials in line with best practices worldwide. And we will do so in Israel 
complying with all necessary protocols of Israel’s Ministry of Health. 

Consider the impact that prolonged closures are having on the current and next generations’ 
relationship with Israel. We ask you to do everything to reopen the gates to our shared 
homeland as soon as possible. 

Thank you,
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(Petrópolis, Brazil)
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Jacques Roberto Musafir
President- Synagogue Beth El (Rio De
Janeiro, Brazil)

Rabbi Jonathan Muskat
Rabbi, Young Israel of Oceanside
(Oceanside, United States)

Rabbi Elazar Muskin
Young Israel of Century City (Los Angeles,
United States)

Rabbi N Nadav
Kol Megadim Institute (Director)
(Manchester, United Kingdom)

Mr. Ariel Nadbornik
Jewish Community of Helsinki, Resource
Development (Helsinki, Finland)

Dr Ron Nagel
OU Young Israel (Los Angeles, United
States)

Mrs. Chaya B Neugroschl
Ma’ayanot Yeshiva High School / Head of
School (Teaneck, New Jersey, United
States)

Eli Neusner
NCYI member (Brookline, United States)



בס"ד

Rabbi Moishe New
Montreal Torah Center (Montreal, Canada)

Dr. Rona Novick
Yeshiva University (West Hempstead,
United States)

Mrs Susan Nussbaum
Congregation Bnei Ruven (Chicago,
United States)

Reuben Eliyahu Ohayon
President of the Jewish Community of
Malta (Msida, Malta)

Rabbi Uri Orlian
Rabbi, Congregation Shaaray Tefila
(Lawrence, United States)

Dr. Yardaena Osband
co-founder, the Orthodox Leadership
Project (Modiin, Israel)

Eli Ovits
Mizrachi (Jerusalem, Israel)

Rabbi Benjy Owen
Head of School, Margolin Hebrew
Academy-Feinstone Yeshiva of the South
(Memphis, Tn, United States)

Rabbi Menachem Penner
Rabbi Emeritus, Young Israel of
Holliswood (Cedarhurst, United States)

Rabbi Doron Perez
Executive Chairman, World Mizrachi
(Jerusalem, Israel)

Rabbi Dr. Gil Perl
Head of School, Jewish Leadership
Academy (Miami, United States)

Rabbi Ephraim Polakoff
Rabbi, Congregation Bais Tefilah of
Woodmere (Cedarhurst, United States)

Mr. Arthur J Poleyeff
Yeshiva University SSSB (Englewood,
United States)

Meir And Deborah Pollack
President of Bikur Cholim of Cleveland,
Vice President of Young Israel of Greater
Cleveland (Beachwood, United States)

Rabbi Ari Posner
Rosh Kollel KTMT Perth . (Perth,
Australia)

Rabbi Chaim Poupko
Congregation Ahavath Torah (Englewood,
United States)

Rabbi Eliezer Poupko
Rabbi of Bar Yohai Sephardic Minyan
(Sunnyvale, United States)

Rabbi Elisha M. Prero
Young Israel of West Rogers Park, Rabbi
(Skokie, United States)

Rabbi Zev Reichman
Rabbi, East Hill Synagogue (Englewood,
Nj, United States)

Rabbi Alvin Reinstein
Congregation Beth Aaron (Teaneck,
United States)

Rabbi Yitzchok Reisenberg
Central Synagogue Melbourne .
(Melbourne, Australia)

Yaakov Ribner
Director- Yeshivat Reishit Yerushlayim
(Efrat, Israel)

Rabbi Benjy Rickman
Head of Kodesh King David High School
(Manchester, United Kingdom)

Rabbi Shaul Robinson
Lincoln Square Synagogue, Senior Rabbi
(New York, United States)

Sarah Robinson
Manhattan Day School, limmudei kodesh
teacher (New York, United States)

Rabbi Ari Rockoff
RZA-Mizrachi (West Hempstead, United
States)

Rabbi Dani Rockoff
Denver Academy of Torah (Denver, United
States)

Rabbi Zvi Romm
Rabbi, Bialystoker Synagogue (New York,
United States)

Rabbi Tomer Ronen
Yeshivat He'Atid, Head of School
(Teaneck, Nj, United States)

Dr. Judy Rosen
Queens Jewish Community Council, V.P
(Forest Hills, United States)

Robert Rosenberg
Young israel of Staten Island. president
(Staten Island., United States)

Rabbi Marcus Rosenberg
Yavneh College, High School Jewish
Studies Teacher (Melbourne, Australia)

Mrs Barbara Rosenberg
Yeshiva college (Johannesburg, South
Africa)

Herry Rosenberg
President B'nai B'rith Rio de Janeiro (Rio
De Janeiro, Brazil)

Ruben Rosenberg
Olami - teacher (Rio De Janeiro, Brazil)

Mr. Elie Rosenfeld
CEO, Joseph Jacobs (Teaneck, United
States)

Mrs Rachel Rosenstein
Rebbetzin (Pittsburgh, United States)

Mr Avi Rosman
Congregation Anshei Shalom, President
(West Hempstead, United States)

Rabbi Dr. Jeffrey Rothman
Yeshivah of Flatbush, Executive Director
(Brooklyn, United States)

Rabbi Naftali Rothstein
Northwest Yeshiva High School- School
Rabbi (Seattle, United States)

Rabbi Larry Rothwachs
Rabbi, Congregation Beth Aaron
(Teaneck, United States)

Rabbi Eliezer Rubin
Joseph Kushner Hebrew Academy, Head
of School (Livingston, New Jersey, United
States)



בס"ד

Owen M. Rumelt
Board Member, Young Israel of West
Hempstead (West Hempstead, United
States)

Ms Bracha Rutner
Yeshiva University High School for Girls,
Head of Schools (New York, United
States)

Mr Salomon Rytz
President Jewish Community of Borås
(Borås, Sweden)

Mr Robert Sabadosh
President of the Federation ofJewish
communities in Serbia (Subotica, Serbia)

Mrs Rozanne Sack
Koleinu SA Director (Lyndhurst, South
Africa)

Rabbi David Saied
Rabai of Community (Buenos Aires,
Argentina)

Brenda Bartnicki Sametz
President of the Board. Jewish Community
of Cancun Neve Shalom (Cancun,
Mexico)

Mr Doron Sanders
AMOS Synagogue, Chairman
(Amsterdam, The Netherlands)

Mr. Steven Saphirstein
Secretary, Agudath Israel of Kew Gardens
Hills (Kew Gardens Hills, United States)

Rabbi Jacob Savdie
Congregation Ahaba Ve Ahva: Rabbi
(Brooklyn, United States)

Mr Steve Savitsky
President. B’Nai zion foundation (Ny,
United States)

Rabbi Shay Schachter
Rabbi, Young Israel of Woodmere
(Woodmere, New York, United States)

Rabbi Hershel Schachter
Yeshiva University- Rosh Yeshiva (New
York, United States)

Rabbi Jacob J. Schacter
Yeshiva University (Teaneck, Nj, United
States)

Rabbi Elliot Schrier
Rabbi, Congregation Bnai Yeshurun
(Teaneck, United States)

Rabbi Shmuel Leib Schuman
Hebrew Theological College, CEO
(Skokie, United States)

Rabbi Avi Schwartz
Director, OU-JLIC at Rutgers University
(New Brunswick, United States)

Rabbi Zeev Schwartz
מציוןתורהמנכל (Shoham, Israel)

Rabbi Ronald Schwarzberg
Yeshiva University Department Director
(Highland Park, United States)

Rabbi Menachem Sebbag
Rabbi Amsterdam Modern Orthodox
Synagogue (Amsterdam, The
Netherlands)

Moshe Sebbag
Chief Rabbi of the Great Synagogue of
Paris, la Victoire (Paris, France)

Eitan Sender
Hillel Hebrew Academy Executive Director
(Los Angeles, United States)

Mr. Yaakov Serle
Co Publisher Queens and Bukharian
Jewish Link (Flushing, United States)

Mr. Seymour Shapiro
RZA-Mizrachi, Nat'l Chair (Long Branch,
United States)

Rabbi Yosef Sharbat
Congregation AABJ&D Associate Rabbi/
Sephardic Rav (West Orange, United
States)

Rabbi Andrew Shaw
CEO Mizrachi UK (London, United
Kingdom)

Mrs Harriet Sheinson
Young Israel Shomrai Emunah, member
(Silver Spring, United States)

Chana Shields
Amit - VP of Strategic Planning (Teaneck,
United States)

Rabbi Aviad Shinvell
יהודהקשתמכינתראש (Moshav Keshet

Ramat Hagolan, Israel)

Rabbi Eddie Shostak
Hebrew Academy, School Rabbi
(Montreal, Canada)

Rabbi Moshe Shulman
Young israel of Saint Louis, Rabbi (Saint
Louis, United States)

Rabbi Steven Siegel
Congregation Bachurei Chemed, Director
(Long Beach, United States)

Rabbi Joseph Siev
Congregation Bnai Yeshurun, Chairman,
Adult Education (Teaneck, United States)

Rabbi Shmuel Silber
Suburban Orthodox Congregation
(Baltimore, United States)

Rabbi Shimon Silver
Young Israel of Greater Pittsburgh
(Pittsburgh, United States)

Mrs. Chani Silver
Rebbetzin, Young Israel of Greater
Pittsbuurgh (Pittsburgh, United States)

Rabbi Jordan Silvestri
Yeshiva of Flatbush, Associate Director of
Student Life (Teaneck, United States)

Rabbi Benjamin Simmonds
Community Rabbi Stenecourt
(Manchester, United Kingdom)

Malki Sinensky
Mizrachi Synagogue of the Lower East
Side (New York, United States)

Rabbi Shua Solomon
Rabbi, Mizrachi Bondi (Sydney, Australia)

Rabbi Marcus Solomon
Dianella Shule, Mizrachi Perth (Perth,
Australia)



בס"ד

Rabbi Zvi Solomons
Jewish Community of Berkshire (Reading,
United Kingdom)

Ms. Binnie Sommer
Member of the Young Israel of Greater
Miami (North Miami Beach, United States)

Rabbi Elon Soniker
Rabbi, Congregation Anshei Shalom
(West Hempstead, New York, United
States)

Mr. Yirmiyahu Spector
Arie Crown Hebrew Day School-- teacher
(Chicago, United States)

Ms Rachael Spero
Department of Education OT (New York
City, United States)

Rabbi Marc Spivak
Congregation ohr torah (West Orange,
United States)

Rabbi Adam Starr
Congregation Ohr HaTorah- Rabbi
(Atlanta, United States)

Rav Aryeh Stechler
Heichal HaTorah, Rosh Yeshiva (Teaneck,
United States)

Rabbi Mark Steiner
Elsternwick Jewish Community
(Melbourne, Australia)

Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz
Kehilath Jeshurun (New York, United
States)

Ed Stelzer
Cong. Keter Torah (Teaneck Nj, United
States)

Dr Debbie Stone
RASG, Director of Judaics (Florida, United
States)

Mrs. Stephanie Strauss
Yeshiva University in Israel (Jerusalem,
Israel)

Ester Zucker Suchmacher
CIN- SÓCIO (Rio De Janeiro, Brazil)

Rabbi Arye Sufrin
YULA, Head of School (Los Angeles,
United States)

Ohad Tal
העולמיתעקיבאבניתנועתמזכ''ל (Jerusalem,

Israel)

Rabbi Reuven Taragin
World Mizrachi, Educational Director
(Yerushalayim, Israel)

Rabbanit Shani Taragin
Educational Director - World Mizrachi
(Lapidot, & Matan Eshkolot) (Alon Shevut,
Israel)

Rabbi Simon J Taylor
Orthodox Union - National Director,
Community (Cedarhurst, United States)

Rabbi Sam Taylor
Yavneh Community, Rabbi (London,
United Kingdom)

Hadassah Thau
Mizrachi Canada, project manager and
Co-Head of Mizrachi's Beit Midrash
(Toronto, Canada)

Rabbi Etan Tokayer
Rabbi of Kingsway Jewish Center and
Torah Instructor at Yeshiva of Flatbush
High School (Brooklyn, United States)

Rabbi Kalman Topp
Beth Jacob Congregation- Senior Rabbi
(Los Angeles, United States)

Mrs Michele Trubnick
Mizrachi Chicago Vice President (Skokie,
United States)

Rabbi Yaakov Trump
Young Israel of Lawrence Cedarhurst,
Rabbi (Lawrence, United States)

Rabbi Yahel Tsaidi
Head of School, Yeshivah of Flatbush
(Flatbush, United States)

Rabbi Dr. Elie Tuchman
Rosh HaYeshiva / Head of School,
Yeshivat Mekor Chaim (Baltimore, United
States)

Rabbi Chaim Twerski
Htc Associate professor (Lincolnwood,
United States)

Salomão Vaimberg
Sinagoga Moriah - associado (Rio De
Janeiro, Brazil)

Rabbi Yakov Vann
Calabasas Shul, Rabbi (Calabasas,
United States)

Rabbi Greg Wall
Beit Chaverim Synagogue, Rabbi
(Westport, United States)

Rabbi David Warshaw
President, National Council of Young
Israel (Oceanside Ny, United States)

Chana Wasserman
Co-chair, Cong. Ahavas Yisrael Chesed
Committee (Flushing, United States)

Rabbi Yechiel Wasserman
Mizrachi world movement, Co- president
(Givat Shemuel, Israel)

Rabbi Dr. Mark Weiner
Chaplain (LTC) U.S. Army (Retired)
(Chicago, United States)

Rabbi Yosef Weinstock
Rabbi, Young Israel of Hollywood- Fort
Lauderdale (Hollywood, Florida, United
States)

Rabbi Elie Weinstock
Senior Rabbi, Jewish Center of Atlantic
Beach (Atlantic Beach, United States)

Rabbi Eitan Weisman
בונצואלההאשכנזיתהקהילהרב Unión

Israelita de Caracas (Caracas, Venezuela)

Rabbi Shimon Weiss
OU Kosher RFR (Pittsburgh, United
States)

Rabbi Yisrael Wende
Rosh kollel Torah Mitzion (Memphis,
United States)

Rabbi Aron White
Associate Editor of HaMizrachi Magazine,
Mizrachi (Jerusalem, Israel)



בס"ד

Rabbi Tzvi Wohlgelernter
Co-Director Mizrachi OU-JLIC at Givat
Shmuel - Bar Ilan (Givat Shmuel, Israel)

Dayan Eliezer Wolf
Av Beit Din Amsterdam (Amsterdam, The
Netherlands)

Rabbi Levi Wolff
Spiritual Leader, The Central Synagogue
Sydney (Sydney, Australia)

Mrs Sarah Yastrab
Congregation Bais Ephraim Yitzchak
(Woodmere, United States)

Rabbi Aharon Yisrael
Rabbi of the Jewish community of
Thessaloniki (Thessaloniki, Greece)

Rabbi Asiel Yitshak
Federation of Jewish communities in
Serbia Chief Rabbi (Belgrade, Serbia)

Rabbi Hertzel Yitzhak
Sephardic Congregation (Chicago, United
States)

Rabbi David Yushuvayev
הרבוסגןמוסקבהמציוןתורהמוסדותראש

למוסקבההראשי (Moscow, Russia)

Rabbi Doug Zelden
Congregation Or Menorah (Chicago,
United States)

Rabbi Joshua Zisook
Hebrew Theological College - Fasman
Yeshiva - Director of Admissions and
Alumni Affairs (Chicago, United States)

Mr. Avi Zisook
Mizrachi-Religious Zionist of Chicago;
Vice President (Chicago, United States)

Darryl Zulberg
President Dianella Shule, Mizrachi Perth
(Perth, Australia)

Rabbi Eliezer Zwickler
Congregation AABJD, Rabbi (West
Orange, United States)


